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SCIENTIFIC RATIONALE

Establishing connections between climate and society necessitates a
cooperative strategy that utilizes a transdisciplinary network of experts.
The primary objective of this conference is to bring together
researchers and professionals from various disciplines to tackle the
intricate issues that arise at the crossroads of climate and society. The
event will consist of three main sessions: "Transdisciplinary Approaches
to Climate and Social Challenges,” "Geophysics and Astrophysics:
Understanding Climate Interactions,” and "Climate and Transport:
Shaping a Sustainable Environment." Participants will examine
innovative methods and exchange ideas on the successful integration
of knowledge across various fields. By engaging in plenary sessions
and targeted mini-projects, participants will collaborate to create
extensive resolutions that tackle urgent environmental concerns. This
will lead to the production of joint publications in important scientific
journals.

Venue

Kopaonik Mt. (Educational and Scientific base Blazevo), Serbia
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The European Cooperation in Science and
Technology - opportunity for young researchers to
strengthen their careers

Zoran Miji¢"" and Bratislav Marinkovi¢'

'Institute of Physics Belgrade, University of Belgrade, Pregrevica 118,
Belgrade, Serbia

"Correspondence: Zoran Miji¢, zoran.mijic@ipb.ac.rs

Abstract: COST (European Cooperation in Science and
Technology) is the oldest intergovernmental funding
organization in Europe with the aim to establish the research
networks among scientists and innovators. It has become one of
the greatest mechanisms for promoting international scientific
cooperation in recent decades, with a considerable influence on
the careers of young researchers. Proximity is highly critical for
establishing scientific collaboration, but once established,
scientists may maintain collaboration even across long distances.
Participating in a COST Action, in this sense, fosters closeness by
allowing scientists from various nations, research fields, and
industries to meet and thereby overcome conventional
boundaries (Seeber et al. 2022a). A particular focus of COST
network is to assist early-career investigators and young
scientists in developing new skills by providing opportunities to
get involved in Action activities such as training schools, short-
term scientific missions, workshops, conferences, etc. (Miji¢ and
Marinkovi¢, 2024). In this paper the impact of participating in a
COST Action on the level of scientific production of researchers
coming from less-research-intensive COST Member countries,
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known as Inclusive Target Countries (ITC), will be presented.
Some recent studies demonstrate a notable average increase in
scientific co-publications among active action members, as well
as interdisciplinary collaborations, and an increased involvement
of early career researchers (Seeber et al. 2022b). COST Actions
continue to have a favorable impact on young researchers'
careers even after they are terminated. Participation in COST
activities has become progressively competitive, with researchers
from Serbia accounting for more than 90% of running Actions
(Miji¢ and Marinkovi¢, 2022). To ensure effective participation in
COST Actions, information on both new national and COST
procedures will be provided and discussed, as well as an
overview of currently available positions in running COST
Actions.

Keywords: COST, Networking, Collaborative publications,
Inclusive target countries
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